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Preface

In the last decades, several researchers from neurosciences and human
and social sciences areas started to be interested in understanding
how the human brain works on decision-making. This is actually one
of the most interesting and challenging field of investigations in all
social sciences. In addition, understanding about brain functioning
was declared in the United States a priority concern, and the National
Institute of Health (NIH)! recommend that this task shall involve
multidisciplinary research and studies aiming to investigate human
decision-making as much ecological as possible.

Several technologies are used to map the brain activity in
humans: positron emission tomography (PET), single-photon emis-
sion computerized tomography (SPECT), functional magnetic res-
onance imaging (fMRI) and electroencephalography (EEG). PET
and SPECT require use of positron-emitting molecules (tracer) that
restrict their applications in human studies. fMRI and MEG demand
high-cost equipment and special facilities that make implementation
of ecological studies about human decision-making difficult. In addi-
tion, fMRI has a low temporal resolution although providing an excel-
lent spatial discrimination of brain activity. EEG records electrical
cortical activity at very speedy rates, but it has been criticized to
have low spatial resolution and to be unable to sense subcortical
activity. However, recent developments have improved significantly
the EEG cortical spatial resolution.

The EEG portability makes its use very easy not only in human-
friendly environments, but also in places where professional activities
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